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HOW TO LIVE TOGETHER, FORTY YEARS AFTER 

In Roland Barthes’ 1976-77 course in the College de France —in other words, 40 years ago— took place 

the process which gives name to our studio: How to Live Together: Novelistic Simulations of Some 

Everyday Spaces. As the majority of lessons were delivered with a fragile preliminary structure and a 

selection of quotations, the students made a collective effort to put together their notes and the 

professor’s outlines, producing a fragmentary but very consistent essay which, still today can be 

considered essential to understand what is everyday life and the alternative ways to understand, 

organize and produce it.  

This studio will study how everyday life adopts nowadays alternative forms, and will explore the capacity 

of architecture and architects to understand and act in resonance with the new inhabitation patterns 

from a materialist perspective, understanding the material culture and the rites which different lifestyles 

unfold, and as a result unpacking a form of positive spatial and material synergy which includes not only 

a climatic self-sufficiency, but also an ecological one which encompasses its economic and social cycles.      

The studio will also explore to what extent history can help to understand from a temporal point of 

view, the desire to get beyond conventional lifestyles and its spatial organizations, in addition to the 

critical interests of current communes.   

The studio will unfold in two Spanish cities where these interests have rooted —Madrid and Valencia— 

and students will study the differences and similarities of their material cultures, engendering an idea of 

structural organization which gives shape to a taxonomy of the interior spaces, and caters for a specific 

self-sufficient commune. From this point we will work in the interconnection of cultural, climatic, 

ecological and organizational data according to the processes described below.  

 

HOUSE-PALACE 

This studio departs from the structural connection that exists between the climate of a given location 

and the culture unfolded by its inhabitants. This question which has been rarely addressed by architects, 

underpins a wide array of questions which connect climate to social patterns, local lifestyles, how 

people dress themselves or how is architecture inhabited.  

From this perspective, a thermodynamic approach to architecture needs to explore the interactions 

between the local climate, the spatial and material particularities of architecture, and the lifestyle of its 

users.  

Contrary to mainstream practice which deploys a top-down approach which proceeds from outdoor 

massing to indoor space, this studio explores the potential to conceive architecture from the interior. 



The objective is to design a building starting from the particular atmospheres demanded by its users. As 

a result, departing from the specific ambient conditions needed by users, students will define the set of 

sources and sinks required to induce specific atmospheric situations.  

Climatic typologies will be a useful tool as it offers the possibility to bridge the gulf between local 

climate and specific everyday life patterns. Climatic typologies show how architecture can interact 

between a given climate and the way people live and socialize, offering the potential to connect the 

spatial and material lineaments with the specific physiological and psychological behaviors, bridging the 

gulf between the thermodynamic processes induced by architecture and the quotidian behavior of its 

inhabitants.  

Starting from quotidian situations the studio will proceed defining interior space, and through gradual 

steps will explore consecutive architectural scales: first a domestic space and later a comuna program. 

To be developed in Madrid and Valencia in groups of two for the first part of the term and after that 

individually.  
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